Washington DC based fashion portrait photographer Violetta Markelou

unveils WOMEN OF COLOUR, a portrait series of six inspiring women with
unparalleled style. In an everchanging and transient city, Washington DC'’s
fashion scene remains conservative with a styleless reputation. WOMEN OF
COLOUR challenges this stereotype by highlighting the unique style and attitude
of these women who live and work in the district. This exhibit provides an in-
depth account of professional women who break the stereotypical mold of the
Washingtonian professional. A careful study of human perception is conducted.
Personal style and perception versus outside perception is examined. Not only is
the exhibit a collection of fashion inspired photography with a photojournalistic
influence, it also highlights each subject’s individual style while capturing their
thoughts which are literally printed, in the exhibit, under each piece of work.

In this series, the theme ‘colour’ is used literally and figuratively. Colour is

bold, and it inspires authenticity that each subject embodies. The women in

this photographic series make the conscious decision, every day, to represent
themselves as they want, choosing not to blend with their environment. For each
individual, arriving at this point of self expression of style has been a journey.
Through excerpts from oneonone interviews, the viewer gets a glimpse of what
the effects of the journey has had on each individual.

Women of Colour asks the viewer to see beyond the aesthetic of fashion and
individual style and introduces the idea of these elements as a necessary means
of communication. Violetta creates fashionforward portraits in spaces that lend
to how she “sees” each subject. Determining light, mood, location and styling
for each subject to match those perceptions was key. For each of the subjects
featured, individual style is not just a means of expression but an integral part
of who they are. Violetta encourages you to look at these women not just as
fashionable and stylish women but as courageous women who choose to take a
stand for their vision.



MY HAIR WAS
THE FOCUS OF
ATTENTION.
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“1 hid behind.my hair in a lot of
ways. But I knew I was more than
that. I’'m funny, I’'m silly, I’'m
compassionate. But | knew none of
that was'going tQ translate because
my hair was the buffer. My hair
was the focus of attention.l was
hiding behind my hair because |
had a lot of insecurities. And I only
felt beautiful when my hair was
out. When someone else told me I
was. And I realized I need to tackle
that. Because as small as it may
sound, it wasn’t healthy. I needed

to stop looking for confirmation

and approval from other people. |

If for that.”




1 DO
WONDER...
WHERE |
WOULD BE
IF 1 WENT
TO FASHION
SCHOOL
INSTEAD.

There are certain expectations
to be a “professional’. Fas
designers are artists or artis
Being an architect. Sitting in@ 3
office...It’s deemed more acceptablesis o e
I do wonder...where | would beit s

went to fashion school inst
When | commuted in the city, §ih
red line from Rockville to Dupgl
circle is...the driest bunch ot
commuters you‘ve ever seen! [
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1 WAS ALWAYS
VERY ANXIOUS
FOR THE FUTURE.
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“The cancer...It’s always in the back

of my mind. It makes you fearless
in a way. But the fear lingers from
time to time. | just try to keep a
positive attitude. Whenever | feel
that fear, I just tell myself, it won’t
come back. You have to put mind
over matter. Every little feeling be
it a pain here or there, I get scared.
But, | pray...and | think that’s all
I can do. What mattered to me in
the past doesn’t matter anymore.
I would always worry about the
future. I was running wild! I was
always very anxious for the future.
Now I live in the moment. You never
know how strong you are until
being strong is the only choice you
have. I really believe that.”



