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MY HAIR WAS
THE FOCUS OF
ATTENTION.

“I hid behind my hair in a lot of
ways. But I knew I was more than
t h a t . I ’m f u n n y, I ’m s i l l y, I ’m
compassionate. But I knew none of
that was going to translate because
my hair was the buf fer. My hair
was the focus of at tention.I was
hiding behind my hair because I
had a lot of insecurities. And I only
felt beautiful when my hair was
out. When someone else told me I
was. And I realized I need to tackle
that. Because as small as it may
sound, it wasn’t healthy. I needed
to stop looking for confirmation
and approval from other people. I
need to look into myself for that.”

I DO
WONDER...
WHERE I
WOULD BE
IF I WENT
TO FASHION
SCHOOL
INSTEAD.

“ There are cer tain expectations ,
t o be a ‘prof es sional ’. Fashion
designers are artists or artisans.
Being an architect. Sit ting in an
office...It’s deemed more acceptable.
I do wonder...where I would be if I
went t o fashion school inst ead.
When I commuted in the city, the
red line from Rock ville to Dupont
circle is . . . the driest bunch of
commuters you’ve ever seen!”

I WAS ALWAYS
VERY ANXIOUS
FOR THE FUTURE.

“The cancer...It’s always in the back
of my mind. It makes you fearless
in a way. But the fear lingers from
time to time. I just try to keep a
positive attitude. Whenever I feel
that fear, I just tell myself, it won’t
come back. You have to put mind
over matter. Every little feeling be
it a pain here or there, I get scared.
But, I pray...and I think that’s all
I can do. What mattered to me in
the past doesn’t matter anymore.
I would always worry about the
future. I was running wild! I was
always very anxious for the future.
Now I live in the moment. You never
know how strong you are until
being strong is the only choice you
have. I really believe that.”
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